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Industrial farming is one of the worst crimes in history
Yuval Noah Harari
Since ancient times, Homo Sapiens have had a significant impact on planet Earth’s ecosystem.  With the agricultural revolution, as we turned from nomadic hunter-gatherers into farmers living in permanent settlements, a completely new life-form appeared: domesticated animals.
For example, 10,000 years ago, chickens were a rare bird that was confined to small niches of South Asia. Today, billions of chickens live on almost every continent and island. The domesticated chicken is probably the most widespread bird on Earth. If you measure success in terms of numbers, chickens, cows and pigs are the most successful animals ever. Yet, domesticated species pay for this “success” a great deal of suffering. 
At first sight, it seems domesticated animals’ conditions are much better than those of animals in the wild: People provide cows and calves with food, water and shelter, and treat their diseases. But what makes the existence of domesticated farm animals particularly cruel is not just the way in which they die but above all how they live. Farmers lock animals in tiny cages, mutilate their horns and tails, separate mothers from offspring, and selectively breed monstrosities, while ignoring their inherited physical and emotional needs. 
Like puppies, kittens and children, calves, chickens and pigs were also implanted by nature with social skills, in order to survive. They needed to communicate, cooperate and even play. Most of all, as in all animals, they demonstrate a strong desire to bond with their mothers. 
Nowadays, farmers take a young calf, separate her from her mother, put her in a tiny cage, provide her with food and water, and then, when she is old enough, artificially inseminate her with bull sperm. From an objective perspective, all of the calf’s needs are being taken care of. But from a subjective perspective, the calf still feels a strong urge to bond with her mother and to play with other calves. If these urges are not fulfilled, the calf suffers greatly.
Humans use science’s growing knowledge mainly to manipulate animals' lives more efficiently in the service of human industry. With the help of vaccinations, medications, hormones, pesticides, central air-conditioning systems and automatic feeders, it is now possible to cram tens of thousands of chickens into tiny coops, and produce meat and eggs with unprecedented efficiency. Today, this same scientific knowledge has demonstrated beyond reasonable doubt that farm animals are sentient beings. 

The fate of animals in such industrial installations has become one of the most pressing ethical issues of our time. It is time we take these findings to heart, because as human power keeps growing, our ability to harm or benefit other animals grows with it.

source: https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/sep/25/industrial-farming-one-worst-crimes-history-ethical-question
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